Wilson Borough Planning Commission Minutes

Tuesday, May 7, 2024
The Meeting was called to order by Chairperson Leonard Feinberg at 7:00 pm in Wilson Borough Council Chambers.
MEMBERS PRESENT:  , Len Feinberg, Justin Woodring, Bob Milositz, Frederick Boettinger and Jeff Bracken – via phone
MEMBERS ABSENT: Winnie Howey and Lou Starniri
ALSO PRESENT: Monica Wall –Planning Officer, Stan Margle – Solicitor, Stephanie Jones-Secretary and Jill Garcia – Borough Manager.
APPROVAL OF MINUTES:  Motion made by Mr. Milositz to approve the minutes, seconded by Mr. Boettinger. Motion passed unanimously.
COMMUNICATIONS: 
NONE

PRESENTATIONS:

Neil Griffin and Caludia Robinson representing Skyline Investment Group Easton LLC submitted a planned residential development application for tentative redevelopment titled “1921 at Dixie Avenue”. The redevelopment will include converting the existing building into 405 dwelling units and converting the existing boiler building into restaurant space and includes improvements to the existing parking lot at 2200 Lehigh St. 
Mr. Bracken questioned if the presentation was to achieve planning commission’s recommendation for tentative approval? Solicitor Margle advised they are seeking a tentative recommendation from the Planning Commission to the Borough Council. Mr. Bracken does not believe approving anything tentatively would be advantageous to residents and feels this should be tabled until the next Planning Commission meeting. A discussion ensued between Mr. Bracken and Solicitor Margle. Mr. Bracken expressed concern with the TIF that was proposed to Northampton County Council. Northampton County will receive over $1,000,000 and Wilson Borough will not receive any of it. Ms. Robinson advised there are aspects of the TIF that still need to be worked out. 
A motion was made by Mr. Bracken to table these variances until the issues with a TIF are resolved. Motion died due to lack of a second. 

The applicant is requesting the following variances:

1. Variance from Section 170-68.A to permit 43 commercial parking spaces where 68 are required. Use of the space requiring the parking space variance will be a restaurant. Access to the restaurant will be made from the rail trail walking path as well.  This parking would not be used for residents of the apartments. A motion to recommend granting this variance was made by Mr. Feinberg. Seconded by Mr. Boettinger. Motion passes with a 4-0 vote. Mr. Bracken did not vote.
2. Variance from Section 170-68.C(2) which requires a 20-foot-wide buffer around the entire perimeter of the tract which shall be landscaped with shade trees and shrubs. A motion to recommend granting this variance was made by Mr. Milositz. Seconded by Mr. Woodring. Motion passes with a 4-0 vote. Mr, Bracken did not vote.

3. Variance from Section 170-95.A to permit parking space dimensions to be 9 feet wide by 18 feet long instead of the required 10 feet white by 18 feet long. A motion to recommend granting this variance was made by Mr. Milositz. Seconded by Mr. Woodring. Motion passes with a 4-0 vote. Mr. Bracken did not vote.
4. Variance from section 170-84.C(1)(a) to permit site lighting luminaries to be placed at  a height of 25 feet above ground level instead of the maximum permitted 16 feet above the ground level. A motion to recommend granting of this variance was made by Mr. Feinberg with the conditions they install “dusk to dawn lighting” (photocell) and pursue low impact fixtures in regard to light pollution. Seconded by Mr. Woodring. Motion passes with a 4-1 vote.

A motion to recommend that Borough Council takes favorable action at the June 10, 2024; Council meeting made by Mr. Feinberg. Seconded by Mr. Milositz. Motion passes with a 4-1 vote. 
DEFERRED BUSINESS: 
NONE

NEW BUSINESS: 
NONE

ORDINANCES:

NONE

ADJOURNMENT: On a motion by Mr. Milositz, second by Mr. Woodring this meeting of the Wilson Borough Planning Commission was adjourned at 7:58 pm.
Stephanie Jones
Clerk/Treasurer

Wilson Borough

